VOL Il 


r _— ” ” » % " ‘ is > aera 
ae ‘ r 
“ ; tm 
~ 


The Athenian Mercury. 


Queft.1. Et two wheels be made of cightern Inches Dia- 

meter,and ane wheel of three Inches Diameter, fix 
"em all upon the fame Axle, placing the little wheel inthe middie, 
then raife a Plain fo bigh, that the little wheel may defcribe a Line 


in its Circulation, —— Quete, what Reafon do you alfign for . 


the little wheel's defcribing as longa Lint as the greatone in equal 
time and Circulation ? ; 

Aufw. There’, no reafonin the world to be given, why 
it fhou'd be wxequal in its Circulation with the other , for its 
the loweft part of the wheels thar makes the Line , this 
granted , take your Compaffés, place the foor in the midit 
of the Axle, of one of the great wheels, and then 
with the fame, deicribe a Circle from the Axle of the lir- 
tle wheel, and youl find that moft of the Circle will 
be Imaginary, only at the bottom you'l have a Segment of 4 
Circle made out of the Plame, agreeable rofo muchof rhe 
Circle of the greater wheels; which Demonftraces thar 
the Lines of Circalation muft be equal, the little wheel 
having alway potentially the reft of its proportion in the 

lant. 
: Queft: 1 am bound toa Mafter, who proves fevere to mt, and 
being difcontented thereat , and alfo troubled with « Scrupulous 
Confcience, 1am Reduced toa great Weakne{s both in Boay and 
Mind , and prejudiced in my Memory. Pray inform me the bet 

way fora Recovery of my Health, the Settlement of my Mind , 

and the Reftoring my M mory. 
your Duty to yoar God, and that will reach 

you Concent, and Coof-quently bring vour Body into a 
good Frame again, and asco your Majters Severity, Mf you 
are not wancing in your Dutyco him, get your Friends to 
deal wice him on your behali , if thac Courfe won't take, 
the Chambirlain will fer all to Rights , and do you Ju 

ftice. 
Oirft. 3. One whois confiderably corcern'd in the Stocks, bath 
of the Batt India znd Afsican Company, can now difpoft of bis 
Tuterelt at greater Rates, than heis alfred they ave veahy worth, 
defixes your Opinion , whither in Conference he may aifpoie of them, 
and thereby ieee: coon the Ignorant buyer, who is v holly guided 
Bother Wers Actions , who kiow rhe real value of the Stocks, as 
will as the Querifls, and only buy and fell for Advan- 
fe 1 Thef].4. 6. Lei no Mango beyond, or defraud 
his Brother in any Matter, becaufe the Lord ts the Avenger 
of all fuch. 

ueft.4. Whether or 10,07 by what power cam pretended Gyp- 

fies prefage any thing. ; 

Anfw. No more for the generality of them, than other 
perfons , farther than by enquiring before hand, or {peak- 
ing what's moft likely,and fuch tricks.--——»Oply fome have 
been known todo fuch things as maft be effedted by the 
Devil, and therefore have concra&ed to him accordingly. 

Queft. 5. There'sa young Lady who is Courted by feveral 
Gintlemen ; but ber Affections are chiefly towards a pofon wre 
makes no outward pretentions , left thereby it may Fruftrate both 
their Defigns. Cuere, whether fhe ought to entertain the faid 
pretenders, fince {lee does it only to amufe fome about ber, witbout 
any intention of baving them, or what other Honourable Cowrft can 
fle take in this matter ? ; ; 

Aufy. She may Entertain ’em with all the Freedom and 
Befpe@ that is neceffary; but fhe ought not to give "em 
the /eaft Encouragement of a difign to Marry ‘em, becaufe it 
may prove of ill Confequence asto their Untafine(s, and 
Malice may thereby ground fomething that may be Preudi- 
chal to ber Honour. hae as 

Queft. 6. Whether or no is matter Divifiole jnto infinite 

arts? 
j Anfw. Yes, itis Potentially, but not Adiually, for there’s 
nothing fo little, but it might be made lets, if the Eye was 
firong enough co difcern it, and we had Inftruments fine 
enough for fuch Subdivifions. ee 

Queft. 7. By what Criterion, Cam you Diftinguilo Sleping 
from Waking. 

Anfe, Read V. MQ | 

Queft. 8. At the cafting a Stontistothe Water, pray what is 
the Riafanof fo many Circlis, their Continyance Extent and CeJa- 
tion, and why fuch Figures, and no others? 
~ “gnf. If the Stone be caft Odliguely, that way that ic 
flyes,ichath moft power upon that equal sempered Ele- 
ment, and the Circles are partly Oval, aud magily beyond 
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the place where the Stone light firft, hecanfe of drivingthe 
Water that way,which it mov'd icfeif; for tis impoffible that 
there fhou’d bea fingle Motion , as for Taftance, Move a 
pick jato a Flame, the Flame is alfo mov'd and feparated, 
y Reafon the Stick moving, chus the Air is expanded and 
fcattered , when 2 Buller, Stone, Bird, ec. flyes through ir, 
and fo in the Water ( fuppofing the Wurer co be Stagnate, 
for it holds notin Streams, wherein the felf motion hinders 
the Effe&,a Srone falling perpendigalar . muft neceffarily fe- 
parate the fluid Badly, being heavier than it, and the Body 
being equally temper'd and fluid, ic muft neceffarily caule 
an equal Motion of the ‘urtace circularly, the Center be 
ing the place where the Sone light. as for Second, Third, 
Fourth Circles , they are czuled by the preceding ones, ha- 
ving left: hollow fur'ace, when they were drove out by 
Compu /fion, into fuch a Circular Motion, as jor Inflance, the 
firft Circle being driven away, the Ao’ow our of which 
that was form’@, was iminecdiately fupphed with other 
Water; which com'ngin woo vehemently into the Cemter, 
caufed anothcr fu(Tuation Circularly as before, and ano- 
ther, and {oon ull che furface of the Wacer was by lictle and 
little made level as et the firft, the Extent and Continuance 
is from the greatnifs of the Motion, as being a greater 
Stone, and the Ceffation happens, by reafon the Caufes 
that produced {uch Morton are loft , and why fuch Cires- 
lay Figures, and not crher Shapes, is from the Equality of 
matrer worked upon. 

Quelt. 9. In Grefham Colledge, are two Monflrous Thigh- 
Bones.(and 5 they fay of Men) the one petrified, and the other pus 
trifed.pray the Reafon of on:s Petrifadtion.and the others Putri- 
faction, and whether you believe them to be veal. Bones 4 
Men, they veing an Ell oy morein Limgth, and as big as the Thig 
of large Man. 

Anjw.The different reafon of Petrifaétion and Putrifa@i- 
on, muft be from the difference of places, where they have 
beeu formerly preferv'’d; but that they are not too big 
to be Humane , we have great Reafon to believe. See, 
Vo. N. © about Gyanrs. 

Queft. 10. Upon a Difpute betwixt two Friends, tis agreed 
that you are made the Arbitrator in this point, whether a Rock 
Split iato two parts, be two Rocks, or one Roc’ intwo parts. 

Anfw.’ Tis not quantity that conftitures Individuality,but In- 
dividuality is that whichis foinits elf, and divided from any 
thing ¢lfe by a laft Divifion ; or that which is compounded of 4 
Determinate Matter, aud Form is Individuality. ( S. T. Aquin. 
I. 4-4. 30. 4. ¢. ) and fuch is a piece of a Rock,which in jr 
felfis yet aRock, for there is nothing wanting to make a 
little Rock, as truly a Rock, as a great one, quantity or magé 
nitude are not concero‘d in this Queftion. 

Queft. 12, Why docs a drown'd Man Swim with bis Face 
downwards, and ¢ Woman with ber F ace upwards, 

Anfw. They both Swim with their Face, downwards, as 
has been very often obferv'd, for the Bowels,being fullof Wa- 
ter, and lying not fo near the back-parts; as the foréparts , 
they poize and draw the dead party upon clei Belliesua- 
lefs fome extraordinary accidents. 

Queft, AGentleman has two Preferments proffered him,to be a 
Dancing Mafter , or a School. Ataher, the Revenues of both are 
equal, and beis tyually Accomplifh’d for the performance of each , 
whether of theft two Profiffionsis more eligible, the party is refal- 
wed to be led by your Fudgment, and therefore bis Prefermunt bring 
ready, a fptedy Anfwer. 

Axfw. Dancing and all other fuch Accomplifhments feem 
tocarry a greater Value with them, than they really have, 
nor chat we fuppofe them troubles, or withour their ufe,and 
we fhou’d yet have a greater efieem for’em, if too greac 
expence of time was not required to attainthem. Yer 
the Advantages of the Mind exceed thofe oj the Body,bring more 
Noble and Great, as coming nearer toGod, and therefore the 
ends to atrain “em, ought to be prefer'd, if we lay the 
thoughts of another Life afide , yet even in this, Learning 
ismore durable, for a Learned Man may be Wife, and Sirvice- 
able in Old Agt, when an Old Dancing-Mafter lofes his 
apprehenfions, and begins to fee he has lofi his cime, Or at 
leaft been roo Profufe and Lavifh in’r, as indeed chat im- 
ploy does neceffitatc him tout. © Tis the Happines of @ Racis 
onal Being, to know the best things, and <o Spend as little time 
as potlible in lwpesticent, Usneceffary Stadics, for whem 
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Queft. 
and Sal, aaa which moit 

Asfw. Acamen and Sal are Metzphorical o 
coming from 4cus a Needle, and the other fignifiesSait, boch 
which are very Emphatically expreflive of Wit, as being 
fharp and quick ; Ingenium is the moft proper word, noc 
pom: bg gy to another Sence, though the other are 
nor Elegant 


Queft. 14. Whether Mr.Cowleys Negative Definition of Wit 
tothe purpoft? 

. pis "rive eettons confefs their Dullsds, who cannot 
fee that great Mans witinevery thing that he wroce upon, 

Megative Definition may be witty enough in the manner of 
Sapectinn , and fo was his, though indeed “cis not at all to 
the purpofe, if Striély confider’d, neither indeed do we 
believe he defign’d itro be fo, for ithad been beyond the 
Rules of Fancy and Poetry, to Jay down or Dilpure upon 
an Hypothefts, which is always pofitive ( and never Nega- 
tive ) for to fay a thing is to the purpoft, when it is not at all, 
wou'd be ablurd ; Negatives are not without their ufe, but 
more neceflary for Poets than their Contrary from this 
Reafon, the Fancy has a larger Scope about things which are 
not, than things whichare; tor a Definition of wit, fee the 
Starch after wit lately writ by a Modern Hand. 

Queft, 15. Whether Iirael paffed overthwart the Red-Sta ? 
What is the breadth thereof, from one fide to another, er whether If- 
racl coming out of the Sta, Arrived and Landed at the felf fame 
fide of the Wilderne{s, from which they departed, when they entred 
the Sea? 

Atfw. They went into the Sea by Migdol, and came out 
again on the other fide in the Wildernefs of Shur,according 
to Thevenot, it is noe above eight or nine Miles over in any 
place whereabour they wenr over;they cou’d not come out 
again on the fame fide they went in, becaufe the Tide was 
curo’d upon the Algyptizrs, w hich were behind, which alfo 
made that part of the Sea which they had patt, as it was be- 
fore, or according to the Text, and the Sea returned to vis 
Scrength, fo that the Sea muft haye been divided twice for 
"em, to have come out again upon the fame fide. 

Queft. 16. Whether a Parent unreconcil'd to their Child,can 
be 2 worthy Commaunicant at the Lords Supper? 

Anfw. We ought to know the Childs faults, if it be fuch 
aone as an Habitual ili Court, not to be Reclaim’d by Coun- 
ce], nor any orher means, a Reconciliation in fuch a cafe 
argues 2 patronizing of the Childs Wickednefs, but if a Child 
after i}] Actions, Reclaims and Defires Reconciliation, the 
Parent is obiiged to be Reconciled,yet with fuch a Caution,chac 
there is no need tofhew any great Favour or Kindnefs, 
till there be (ufficient T:flimonies of Amendment. Let the Pa- 
rent Imitate God Almighty, both in Pardoning, and denying 
Pardon, I mean, | t him behave himéfelf ro his Child, as God 
does to his Children,and no doubt but fuch Parent as to thar 
particular, may alwaysbe a worthy Communicant. 

Queit, 17. Woy a vant is colder in Summer than in Winter. 

Azfw, Tis aMiftake grounded upon the Chaage ot our 
own Bodies, put your Hand into cold Water, when you are 
very cold,and ‘tismot much uneafy to you, but put your 
warm hand into the fame Cold Water, and you will feel a 
very Sinfible Different. —— This e ion is much of the 
fame Navure, a that of the Heat of Spring-Water in Winter 
time, and has the fame reafons for its appearing to be fo, the 
Air pierces notfar into the Earth, whether Cold or Warm, 
therefore it has but litrle power of che Waters under the 
Earth,or the Air in Vaults and Cellars, which is always of 
the fame Coldnefs or Warmnefs, as the Earth is, that lies 
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Queft. 18. Wherber it is poffble for a Child born without a 
Navel,te live. 

Anjw. ‘Yes, whenicis found that a Child can be born 
without a Navel, which never yet was, for the ufe of the 
Navel is to continue it to its Mother, and by the Veffels 
thercof to convey its Al mint andSuftintation,whichVeflels are, 
1. the Umbi.ical Vein,or a Branchoft the Porta, implanted 
in the Liver. 2. Arteries arifing from the Tiacal Braaches, by 
which the Infant receiveth the purer portion of Blood and 
Spirits fromthe Mother. And 3. The Urache’s or Ligamental 
pal[zg¢ devived from the borrom of the Bladder, whereby it 
diichargeth the watertth and urinary ae of its Aliment , 
now chefe things being fo neceflary for the living in the 
Wonb, foa Child cannot be without ‘em, and if fo can- 
+ abig bora without "em, though their ule ceafes at the 
oa 19- Why the Bleed of all Animals is of the Tinéture of 
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Anfm. From the perfettion of Digefies, and fome Blood 
cae The Aaricot Piltophers aligned fout Cobar santwer 
—— The Antient Phi affigned four s,an{w er- 
ing the Elements, 11%. Black to Ezrth,White 10 Water, Fillow 
to Air, and Red to Fire, for difcovering the Caufes of whofe 
Divetfiries they pour a matter, which by the Degrees 
of Fire, they paft through all the Colowrs of Nature, and 
perceiv’d fometimes in their Veffel, what they call’d the 
Peacocks Tail,Reprefenting all Colours in one fingle Matter, 
whence they Concluded the variety of Colours, proceeded’ 
from that of External Fire, moving the matter more in one 
part, than another: Hence it is, that thofe fides of Apples. 
Pears,@>c. are reddér upon that fide which Js towards the 
Sun, than the other fide, —— and thus your Gildersat this 
day, according to the Degree of their Heats, can raife a 
Black, Whire, ¥ ellow or Red uponheir Work; Now Excer. 
nal Heats having fuch effects, I fee no Abfurdity in laying 
the fame Rule for Internal Heats, or Diverfity of Digefti- 
ons. 

Queft.20 Tou are defir'd to refolve this Query, why the Horns 
of Bulls are not longer and larger than tbofe of Oxen, feting thofe of 
Rams art largtr,and longer than thofeof Weathers, if it be from 
Caftration in one, why {bould it not produce the like effect in the 
other? tow 

Anfw. Youare defired with all other Querifts, to look 
over the Index of Queftions in the firft Volume, and wharc 
have been writ fince, for fometimes we receive three or 
four Letters for fach Queftions as are already fenr, for the 
Solution of this, See Vol. We have received feveral 
more queftions about the Soul, which are already anfwered 
Vol. 2. N. 

Queft. 21. A Writing upon Paper of great Concern, being 
(ent from a Remotepart to London, and accidentally a Bottle of 
Ink falling upon in, dry'd thereupon, Query, what Remedy to 
make it Legible. 

Anfw. Tis to be feared, there’s none at all; there’s one 
Mr. Raven that formerly lived near the Pump in Chancery 
Lane, and now lives atthe Eaff-India Houft, an Accomptant 
there ( as I take ir) who knows as much of that Secret, as 
any body Ieverheard of , but I doubt his Art only helps 
to take off all the Ink off the Paper, and if fo, the Wr 
ting goes with the reft. 

Queft, 22. What are we to think of the Kings of England , 
who by their touch,only cured the Evid ? 

Anfw. They healed not themfelves, but God, -~—~ ac- 
cording to the Words ufed by the Bifhop, viz. the King 
Touches, but God Heals, fo that we ought not to afcribe fuch 
Cares to any Natural Caufes, thoughin Hiftory, we meet 
not only with private perfons , but whole Families that 
have a particular gift of healing fuch and {uch Diftempers, and 
of others that could infli& fuch and fuch Diftempers; of the 
laft, it is Related of the P/pli, Tribales and Iyrians, who 
bewitchr whom they touche, and Philoftratas makes ment- 
on of one in the Life of Apollonius, who killed with his ve- 
ry Afpe& as the Bafilisk does ; of the former, Vifpafian as 
Tacitus affirms in bis fourth Book of bis Hiftorits, reftor’d to 2 
blind Manhis Sight, Adrian as Atlius Spartianus Relates, 
Healed a Man born blind, only by rouching him, and Pla- 
tarch, mentions that Pyrrbus King of the Epivote, healed all 
that were troubled with the Sp/ecn in his time, by touching 
their Spleen with the great Toe of his Foot, of which 
Toe there was a far greater Opinion conceiv'd after his 
Death, in that it was tound intire, and not Confum’d by 
the Fire, asall thereftof his Body was ; tis Relatéd that 
the Family of St. Hubert in France, Heal fuch as are bitten 
by Mad Dogs: In Italy the Families of St. Pasi and St. Ca- 
therine, do as~ ftrange things, the firft curing the Stings of 
Serpents, and the laft Cure burning, and handle burning 
Coals, themfelves, without any hurtatall. In Spain the Fa- 
milies of the Saludators and the Enfalmadorts have the gift 
of healing many ( otherwife ) incurable Difeafes, only by 
touch, fome of which Inftances bemg done by ill perfons, 

tts fuppos'd were affified by the Devil, God almighty 
fometumes permitting ftrange things to be done for fecret 
Reafons, beft known to himielf. 

Queft. 23. What isthe Reafon that a Maggot put into a Box 
and kept for fome time, will turniztoa fly? 

Anjw. They are atfirft a fort of an Egg, dropt by flyes 
upon Carrion, ec. which by the Heat of the Sun are hatcht, 
uncil they vivifie, only with this diflerence from the of 
Fowl, thefe are hard before they are laid, bur thofe of a 
fly are foft, cill they begin tobe ripe, whenall of a fudden, 
they become hard, and by their own heat, are perfe&ed, till 
they break the Shell, and come forth fiyes. So that they have 
a oot ah double Life,one in the Egp,and another out, ac- 
tive in 
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